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8OWUD�ORQJ�DQG�SHUSHWXDO�&+)�ERQGV

Ultra-long and perpetual bonds constitute a little-noted segment of the CHF
bond market. Most of these issues date back to the 1980s, and their liquidity is
extremely limited. This report attempts to evaluate these exotic instruments
and points out ways in which they can be used as investment vehicles.

This study evaluates 11 perpetual and ultra-long CHF bonds with a nominal
outstanding value totaling approximately CHF 2.3 billion. The bonds issued by
Bestfoods/CPC and Seagram, which come due in 2045 and 2085, respectively,
have the “shortest” maturities. The other nine issues have no fixed maturity. All
of the bonds give the issuer the right to redeem the security at predetermined
dates prior to the scheduled maturity. Call dates usually occur at 5- or 10-year
intervals with redemption prices typically above par.

Seven of the issues evaluated (CHF 1.7 billion) pay a fixed coupon; the others
pay a coupon that is adjusted at regular intervals. The following description
begins with a relatively simple model for valuing fixed-coupon bonds. A further
section deals with variable-coupon issues. The appendix provides key data and a
valuation for each of the 11 securities.

9DOXLQJ�IL[HG�FRXSRQ�ERQGV
In purchasing a perpetual fixed-coupon bond, an investor is basically buying the
right to a perpetual fixed cash flow. In this respect, these securities have many of
the same characteristics as equity instruments. Investors use analytical tools such
as the dividend discount model to derive the fair share value of a given stock. It
follows, then, that the simplest model for determining the fair value of a
perpetual bond is the present value (PV) of the perpetual annuity:

                                                 ( )PV
COUPON

YIELD
=

%

A numerical example based on this highly simplified model would yield a value
of 84.6% (excluding accrued coupon interest) for the 5 ¾% perpetual bond
issued by Air Canada, a single-B borrower. The yield figure used in this example
is 6.7%, which is obtained by adding an assumed credit spread of 2.5% (250
basis points) to a long-term base rate of 4.3%.
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Refined models do not assign a fixed yield for the entire duration to maturity, but
rather discount future coupons against the spot rate curve. For the present
valuation example, we have derived the spot rate curve from the liquid swap
market curve, from which we can determine implicit spot rates (zero-coupon
rates) by means of generally accepted modeling techniques known as
“bootstrapping.” Credit spreads adjusted to match the credit quality of the issuer
are then added to these rates. This leads to a parallel shift across the curve.

Appraising the aforementioned 5 ¾% Air Canada bond (whose coupon becomes
due each 7 February) on the basis of the spot rate curve below, we obtain a model
valuation of 87.7%, which is not far from the result yielded by the simplified
model.

<HDU � � � � � �� �� �� �� ��
6SRW�UDWH���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
6SRW�UDWH���VSUHDG������E�S�� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
6RXUFH��&6)%�FDOFXODWLRQV�EDVHG�RQ�VZDS�UDWHV�SURYLGHG�E\�,QWHUFDSLWDO�%URNHUV��/RQGRQ�������

Since the Air Canada issue was trading at an average price of 74.4% at the time
the above swap rates were transmitted (8 September 1998 at 5:45 p.m.), our
model assumptions indicate that the bond was significantly undervalued. What
credit spread, then, does the current market price for the Air Canada perpetual
bond imply? Our model price would correspond to the current market price only
if the credit spread were 375 basis points, which would be 125 basis points more
than the 250 basis-point spread assumed for the valuation. This 375 basis-point
difference has to be compared to spreads observed for comparable bonds of
either Air Canada or issuers of the same rating class.

The model yields similar results when applied to the other fixed-coupon issues in
our study. These perpetual and ultra-long bonds generally appear very attractive
from a credit-risk perspective. However, some bonds present an added
complication in that issuers might exercise their call privilege at the earliest
opportunity, in particular if the coupons are well above the market yield. Our
valuation assumes a worst-case situation for the bondholder (“yield to worst” in
trader’s jargon). If a redemption at the earliest possible opportunity results in a
lower model value, we adopt this as the fair market value. This is generally the
case for bonds that trade above par.
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$QDO\]LQJ�YDULDEOH�FRXSRQ�ERQGV
The coupons attached to the perpetual and ultra-long bonds issued by
CPC/Bestfoods, KLM, SAS, and NZ Railways are adjusted to the actual yield
environment every 10 years based on the arithmetic mean of the yields in the
Swiss Bank Corporation (now UBS) index of foreign CHF bond issues and those
in the Pictet index of new foreign CHF bond issues (excluding sovereigns and
provinces). The result is rounded up to the nearest eighth on the interest
determination day; the NZ Rail and KLM bonds tack on an additional 0.125%
margin.

The average maturity of the foreign CHF bonds listed in the two indices is well
under 10 years. Thus, in the event of an upward-sloping yield curve, the issuing
party would effectively pay less interest for the next 10-year period than if it
were to set a new 10-year bond. In our sample, we discovered that the current
arithmetic mean of the two indices would lie at approximately the level of the 5-
year swap rate. In addition, investors would in many cases demand a higher risk
premium for these issues. Also note that a few of them are subordinated debt
securities.

Since the adjustable coupon’s future interest rate is unknown at any given point
in time, it is difficult to determine the fair value of such bonds. In resolving this
uncertainty, one assumes that – given the current interest-rate structure – there is
a counterparty in the market willing to guarantee a fixed-coupon payment for the
life of the bond. Hence, the fixed-coupon model described in the previous section
would then also become applicable for valuing adjustable-coupon issues.

'DWH 7 7�� 7�� 7�� �������� 7�� 7���
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T� 1H[W�FRXSRQ�UHVHW�GDWH
S(T)10y� ���\HDU�VZDS�UDWH�RQ�GDWH�7

tf1: ��\HDU�IRUZDUG�UDWH�RQ�GDWH�W
/,%25� (IIHFWLYH�VKRUW�WHUP�UDWHV�HDFK�\HDU

In an initial step, one can ponder how much a counterparty would be willing to
offer today to enter into a 10-year plain vanilla interest-rate swap agreement
beginning at the next coupon reset date (T). This means that the fixed-rate payer
would agree to pay the counterparty the 10-year swap rate fixed on date T for a
period of ten years. In turn, the counterparty agrees to pay the floating LIBOR
rate (1–4 times per annum depending on the convention) for the duration of the
agreement. However, the counterparty can lock in these short rates on the trade
date by hedging each of its LIBOR payments via a combination of forward
futures contracts. The following simple example illustrates how this is done.

&RXSRQV�DGMXVWHG�DW
UHJXODU�LQWHUYDOV

$GYDQWDJHRXV�IRU
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Both of the investment strategies depicted above should yield identical returns in
an efficient market. Therefore, right from the outset, the investor can lock in the
as yet unknown one-year spot rate for Year 2 by transacting a two-year
investment (yield z2) while simultaneously borrowing cash for one year (interest
cost z1). This hedgeable rate is equal to the forward rate 1f1, which is calculated
as follows using the known quantities z1 and z2:
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In a perfect market, one could set this type of hedge for any future date and any
time period. For example, standardized interest-rate futures contracts are
commonly used in practice, as they – like discount paper and zero-coupon bonds
– enable the investor to lock in a fixed return for a given time period.

Returning now to the valuation of the above 10-year interest-rate swap, the
known forward rates enable us to determine the fair value of the future swap rate.
In an arbitrage-free market, the present value of the net cash flows for both
parties to the agreement must be zero.
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If we assume for a moment that on the next reset date, the 10-year swap rate at
that time determines the new coupon, the 10-year swap rate from date T is
nothing other than the implicit coupon for the following 10-year period. The
same calculation can be repeated for each subsequent 10-year interval for the life
of the instrument, or until its contribution to the present value of the bond
becomes minimal.

Forward rates as
“hedgeable rates”

'HWHUPLQLQJ�WKH
LPSOLFLW�FRXSRQ
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As already described, the arithmetic mean between two indices determines the
coupon rate. If we assume that this mean corresponds to the 5-year swap rate, we
would have to correct the 10-year swap rate derived in the previous equation.
There are two ways to do this:

1. The interest-rate structure also implies a 5-year swap rate on date T. The
spread between the 5-year and the 10-year swap rate could thus be employed
as the correction factor.

2. Or, the correction factor is defined as the historical average spread between
the two swap rates. This spread is approximately 30 basis points in our time
series beginning in 1988 (see graph below). In the valuation model, we
employ this second method for periods far into the future (>20 years), i.e.
beyond the horizon of the current interest term structure.
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  6RXUFH��'DWDVWUHDP

The valuation model described above is best illustrated by the numerical example
that we formulated on 28 September 1998 (see the table on the next page). The
bond issued by the Scandinavian airline SAS pays a fixed annual 3 5/8% coupon
until 29 January 2006. The coupon will then be reset based on the
aforementioned indices. The actual interest-rate structure currently implies a 10-
year swap rate of 5.056% for 29 January 2006. Thus, the implied spread between
the 5-year and 10-year swap is +10.7 basis points for 29 January 2006 and –10.7
basis points for 29 January 2016. A correction factor of 29 basis points (based on
the historical spread) is applied for the subsequent interest periods. The resulting
coupon is then discounted to the spot rate curve, which is shifted upward to
reflect a suitable credit spread. In order to compare this present value with the
prices quoted in the market, it must finally be corrected to account for interest
accrued since the last coupon date.

&RUUHFWLRQ�IDFWRU

6SUHDG�EHWZHHQ����
\HDU�DQG���\HDU�&+)
VZDS�UDWHV

1XPHULFDO�H[DPSOH
RI�WKH�VZDS
YDOXDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�FDVH
RI�WKH�6$6�ERQG
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'HWHUPLQLQJ�WKH�IDLU�YDOXH�RI�WKH�6$6�ERQG
��&DOFXODWLRQ�FDUULHG�RXW����6HSWHPEHU�����
��&RXSRQ��������XQWLO����-DQXDU\�������UHVHW�WKHUHDIWHU
��1H[W�FDOO�RQ����-DQXDU\������DW�����
��0RRG\¶V�UDWLQJ��%DD�

'HWHUPLQDWLRQ�RI�FRXSRQ )L[HG�DQG�LPSOLHG �FDVK�IORZV
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The theoretical fair price thus lies well above the average price (73.0 at 4:45 p.m.
on 28 September 1998) for this perpetual SAS bond. As with the fixed-coupon
Air Canada bond, the credit spread implied by the current market price can also
be determined for the SAS issue. This spread is 173 basis points (as of 28
September 1998), which is much higher than one would normally expect for a
solid triple-B borrower.

0RGHO�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW
6$6�ERQG�LV
XQGHUYDOXHG
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,QYHVWPHQW�VWUDWHJLHV��UHODWLYH�YDOXH

Perpetual bonds give investors the maximum interest sensitivity that fixed-
income instruments can offer. This sensitivity essentially depends on the current
yield level (see table below). At yields in the 3%–4% range, perpetual fixed-
coupon bonds display a duration between 20 and 25 years. These securities thus
enable the investor to extend the duration of a portfolio using a relatively modest
amount of capital.

,QWHUHVW�UDWH�VHQVLWLYLW\�RI�SHUSHWXDO�ERQGV

<LHOG �� �� �� �� �� ��

��GURS�LQ�SULFH�SHU�HDFK����ULVH�LQ�\LHOG�
�GXUDWLRQ�

���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

$VVXPLQJ�D�IL[HG�\LHOG�WR�PDWXULW\��DV�H[SUHVVHG�LQ�WKH�VLPSOLILHG�PRGHO��

( )PV
COUPON

YIELD
=

%

Generally speaking, these long-dated bonds have very limited marketability.
Bid/ask spreads ranging from 150 to 300 basis points are not uncommon for
larger issues. Therefore, we believe these instruments are best suited for
institutional investors with a long-term investment horizon (e.g., insurance firms,
mutual funds, etc.).

As compensation for their poor liquidity, these securities can be purchased at
extremely attractive prices (see the last page of this report for the current
valuations of the bonds in the study). For example, the qualitatively impeccable
bonds issued by the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development
(Aaa/AAA) and the Council of Europe (Aa2/AA+) trade at around 10% below
their fair prices.� This implies a credit spread of almost 70 basis points above
swap for these top-rated issuers.

Among the variable-coupon bonds, securities of SAS and KLM, both of which
operate in cyclical markets, show very high implied credit spreads (SAS 199
basis points and KLM 156 basis points as of 15 October 1998). On the other
hand, the Bestfoods (formerly CPC) issue maturing in 2045 is fully priced.
Apparently, not all investors realize that the high 5% coupon will be readjusted
in 2005.

                                                          

��1RWH�WKDW�WKLV�IDLU�SULFH�DVVXPHV�WKDW�WKH�ERQG�ZLOO�EH�FDOOHG�RQ�WKH�QH[W�SRVVLEOH�GDWH��,I�WKH�ERQG�LV�QRW
UHGHHPHG�EHIRUH�WKH�VFKHGXOHG�PDWXULW\�GDWH��LWV�XQGHUYDOXDWLRQ�ZRXOG�EH�HYHQ�JUHDWHU�

([WHQGLQJ�WKH
GXUDWLRQ

7KH�GLVDGYDQWDJHV
RI�SRRU�OLTXLGLW\«

«DUH�RIIVHW�E\
DWWUDFWLYH�SULFHV
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9DOXDWLRQ�PRGHO�IRU�SHUSHWXDO�DQG�XOWUD�ORQJ�&+)�ERQGV
�SULFH�GDWD�IURP����2FWREHU������DW������S�P��

# Swiss Issuer Call info Prices Yield Model Theoretical Fair over / Implied Action Issued/ Rating
Sec. next call Bid Ask Hist.  (Mid price) Spread Price (F.P.) (under) Spread Outst. Amt.
No. call price Price Size(m) Price Size(m) Price Current IRR to: bp vs.Swap BID ASK F.P. *** Data missing (CHF m) MDY S&P

Fixed coupon
1 671371 6% SEAGRAM 1986-30.9.2085 29.9.01 102.00   105.75 0.18 105.95 0.09 106.00 5.65% 4.48% next call 100 110.08 110.58 (4.33) 132 Buy  0.09m @ 105.95 250 / 250 A2 (*-) A (*-)

2 662129 6 1/4% AIR CANADA 1986-Perp. Sub. 22.1.01 102.00   82.25 0.04 86.00 0.08 82.50 7.04% 7.41% perp. 350 81.35 81.85 0.90 325 -                 300 / 300 B2

3 662130 5 3/4% AIR CANADA 1986-Perp. Sub. 2.7.99 101.50   76.10 0.07 79.75 0.03 75.00 7.02% 7.36% perp. 350 74.82 75.32 1.28 319 -                 200 / 200 B2

4 423288 5 3/4  %   AUSTRIAN AIR. 1986-Perp. 28.5.01 101.00   100.50 0.06 -   -   100.00 5.57% 5.68% next call 70 108.62 109.12 (8.12) 136 ***                150 / 126.8

5 536209 5 3/4  %   KLM  1986-Perp. Sub. 15.5.01 101.75   98.10 0.10 98.75 0.05 98.00 5.70% 7.06% next call 70 109.24 109.74 (11.14) 153 Buy  0.05m @  98.75 300 / 300

6 880506 5 1/2% INTL. BANK RECON.&DEV. perp. 25.4.06 102.00   108.00 0.50 -   -   108.25 4.95% 4.37% next call -10 118.88 119.38 (10.88) 69 ***                250 / 250 Aaa AAA

7 478602 5 1/2% COUNCIL OF EUROPE Perp. Sub. 15.4.06 102.00   108.50 0.09 -   -   108.75 4.93% 4.32% next call 0 118.27 118.77 (9.77) 68 ***                250 / 250 Aa2 AA+

Variable coupon
8 536205 5 1/4  %  KLM  1985-Perp. Sub. 12.2.05 100.00   87.00 0.10 88.00 0.02 86.50 5.70% 5.90% perp. 70 109.34 109.84 (22.34) 156 Buy  0.02m @  88.00 200 / 200

9 798356 3 5/8  %   NZ RAILWAYS 1986-Perp. 10.1.06 100.00   92.55 0.04 95.00 0.03 92.40 3.75% 2.66% perp. 25 77.50 78.00 15.05 N/A Sell  0.04m @  92.55 150 / 57.3

10 612525 3 5/8  %   SAS 1986-Perp. Sub. 14.1.01 102.50   70.50 0.25 73.00 0.25 70.50 4.87% 6.29% perp. 80 87.26 87.76 (16.76) 199 Buy  0.25m @  73.00 200 / 200 Baa1

11 871602 5% BESTFOODS 1985-27.3.45 27.3.05 100.00   102.50 0.04 103.00 0.01 102.50 3.43% 4.39% maturity 90 97.33 97.83 5.17 -3 Sell  0.04m @ 102.50 200 / 200 A2 A+
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